
self-directed research

things you might not have known 
about clipboards

(and some things I still don't understand)
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Why do I care today?

Syntax highlighted code in slides.
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X has multiple selection buffers

primary: Highlight / middle click

clipboard: Ctrl+C / Ctrl+V

xclip -selection clipboard
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Browsers are especially cursed

Pasting an image into a Linux
browser can freeze it?
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Apple cross-device paste!

copy IBAN from phone's banking app

paste into web form on desktop
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Lessons learned

OSes have multiple "clipboards"

X: primary, clipboard

macOS: general, drag, etc.
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Lessons learned

Clipboards can have multiple items:

(e.g. copy several files)
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Lessons learned

Items can have several formats!
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What's in the pasteboard…

…when you copy two files?

✨ sindresorhus/Pasteboard-Viewer

https://github.com/sindresorhus/Pasteboard-Viewer
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What's in the pasteboard…

…when you copy an image from Safari?
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But wait, there's more!

Copying rich text from browser (to other apps)

- Only one clipboard
- Can write multiple items
- Can write multiple formats per item
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Status quo

         HTML+CSS   RTF     SVG
Safari      👍       👍      🚫
Chrome      👍       🚫      👍
Keynote     🚫       👍      👍
Slides      👍       🚫      🚫
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My way out?

Write to the clipboard from the local server

✨ 1password/arboard

https://github.com/1password/arboard

